Cruise Summary
R/V Savannah Cruise SAV05-11
20-21 March, 2005

Scientific Party: 

Jim Nelson (SkIO, chief scientist)

Charles Robertson (SkIO, Research Coordinator I)

Catherine Edwards (Graduate Student, University of North Carolina)

Russ Wigh (Observer, marine birds)
Ship crew: 

Raymond Sweatte (captain)

Michael Richter (first mate)

Raymond Thomas (engineer)

Todd Recicar (second mate)

Bryan Lincoln (marine tech)

Joel Formby (deck hand)
Cruise Location: 

Continental shelf off Georgia, southern half of Navy tower array 
Objectives:

1.  The initial plan was to deploy the UNC ADCP near the R4 Navy tower (SE tower of the TACTS array).  This was scrapped due to instrument frame/mount issues.  So the cruise plan shifted to (2 – survey of salinity/CDOM).
2.  Hydrographic survey, emphasizing mapping of salinity and CDOM distributions on the mid-shelf.  Some indications in ocean color imagery ("ERGB" product from USF) of a plume-like feature.  A set of cross-shelf transects in the vicinity of the Navy towers was planned, starting at the SE tower (R4) and proceeding inshore toward the R5 tower (~WNW heading).  Planned tests of the Satlantic Micropro were dropped due to problems with the deck reference input to the laptop.  
Cruise summary: 

20 March, 2005 (Sunday evening)
 Departed the SkIO dock ~2150 h, steaming toward R4.  

21 March, 2005 

 0815 h:  at R4 tower.  Started "A" transect line (section from R4 to R5).  

After R5, turned toward the R2 tower (approximately along the 26 m isobath).  Lots of Mola mola and several leatherback turtles were seen ~7-10 miles from R2.  

~1550:  On R2 (JRN and CYR transferred to R2 tower via ship's RHIB) – troubleshooting in-water packages at R2 tower.  Appeared to be a short in-water.  

Continued "B" transect line inshore of tower array.  

Then "C" (completed ~0130 EST on 22 March) and "D" transect lines.  Surface salinities down to 33.4 PSU at inner end of "B" line.  Samples for CDOM absorption and chlorophyll collected along the transects.  After completing 5 stations on "D-line" headed back to SkIO.  

